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Children of Blood and Bone by Tomi Adeyemi 
Zélie Adebola remembers when the soil of Orïsha hummed with magic. Burners ignited flames, Tiders beckoned waves, and Zélie’s 

Reaper mother summoned forth souls. Everything changed the night magic disappeared. Under the orders of a ruthless king, maji 

were killed, leaving Zélie without a mother and her people without hope. Now Zélie has one chance to bring back magic and strike 

against the monarchy. With the help of a rogue princess, Zélie must outwit and outrun the crown prince, who is hell-bent on 

eradicating magic for good.  

Dear Martin by Nic Stone  
A bright young man who is fourth in his graduating class, captain of the debate team, and on his way to an Ivy League school shouldn’t have 

too many worries. But Justyce McAllister’s grades have no influence on the police officer who handcuffs him while he’s trying to help his 

inebriated ex-girlfriend. The African American teen is shocked when the officer is cleared of all charges, and so he turns to the written work 

of Martin Luther King Jr. for direction, inspiration, and therapy. He presents a simple question to the late civil rights leader: “What would 

you do, Martin?” After Justyce witnesses the fatal shooting of his best friend by an off-duty officer, and his name is negatively spread 

through the media, he begins to withdraw from friends and family, finding solace in his continued ruminative letter writing to Dr. King.  

Dumplin by Julie Murphy  
Willowdean “Will” Dickson has always been comfortable with who she is: a cashier at Harpy’s Burgers & Dogs, a Dolly Parton fan, and a fat 

girl. But the attention of Bo, a co-worker she has a crush on, makes her feel self-conscious; her insecurities only increase when she decides 

to enter the town’s famous Miss Teen Blue Bonnet beauty pageant. Plus, her pageant-director mom is less than thrilled she’s participating, 

and Will’s fighting with her best friend. On the other hand, Will has the support of three other misfit pageant contestants including an 

encouraging drag queen and the guy she’s sort-of dating instead of Bo. Genuine, romantic, and with a dash of Texan charm, this is a novel 

that celebrates being who you are while also acknowledging that it’s incredibly difficult to do. 

Educated by Tara Westover  
Raised on a secluded family compound in Idaho, Westover was seven before realizing the biggest difference between her family and others 

was not their remote home, or their Mormon religion-but that "we don't go to school." Westover helped the family maintain a minimalist 

existence through construction, scrapping, and midwifery, no matter how many injuries she sustained. But when the author's wounds go 

untreated, leaving her mother mentally compromised and herself an object of abuse, cracks in her upbringing began to appear. Westover's 

brother Tyler is the first to leave home for college, later encouraging her to do the same. "There's a world out there, Tara...it will look a lot 

different once Dad is no longer whispering his view of it in your ear." Starting her academic career at Brigham Young University, Westover 

continued to earn academic achievements, including a PhD in history from Cambridge University. 

How To Hang a Witch by Adriana Mather 

Salem, Massachusetts is the site of the infamous witch trials and the new home of Samantha Mather. Recently transplanted from 

New York City, Sam and her stepmother are not exactly welcomed with open arms. Sam is the descendant of Cotton Mather, one of 

the men responsible for those trials--and almost immediately, she becomes the enemy of a group of girls who call themselves the 

Descendants. And guess who their ancestors were? If dealing with that weren't enough, Sam also comes face to face with a real, live 

(well, technically dead) ghost. A handsome, angry ghost who wants Sam to stop touching his stuff. But soon Sam discovers she is at 

the center of a centuries-old curse affecting anyone with ties to the trials. Sam must come to terms with the ghost and find a way to 

work with the Descendants to stop a deadly cycle that has been going on since the first accused witch was hanged. 

I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter by Erika Sanchez  
Julia’s older sister, Olga, was always polite, respected her parents, and eagerly took up the Mexican traditions her mother insisted upon. 

After Olga dies in a car accident, Julia is thrust into a spotlight she’s not ready for. She’s too angry, too unappreciative, too American, which 

results in her mother shutting out her social and love life. Then Julia discovers Olga’s trove of secrets, which hint at a hidden life. As Julia 

pursues the mystery of the real Olga, she finds out that more than one of her family members has secrets. This story captures the chaotic 

life of a young person trying to navigate two worlds while trying to follow her own path. Julia wants to leave Chicago and attend college, 

while a “perfect Mexican daughter” would stay put, get a job, and contribute to the family.  

Love, Life, and the List by Kasie West 
Artistically gifted Abby has two goals the summer before senior year: get accepted into the prestigious art show at the local museum, and 

get best friend (and secret crush) Cooper to realize he likes her as more than a friend. Expect a rocky road on both fronts before Abby digs 

in and tries harder. Told her paintings have insufficient depth and “heart,” she, with help of her mom, composes an intriguing list of life 

experiences to enrich her artistic sensibilities: face a fear, learn a stranger’s story, and try five things she’s never done before, for starters. 



Moxie by Jennifer Mathieu 
Vivian Carter is fed up. Fed up with an administration at her high school that thinks the football team can do no wrong. Fed up with 

sexist dress codes, hallway harassment, and gross comments from guys during class. But most of all, Viv Carter is fed up with always 

following the rules. Viv's mom was a tough-as-nails, punk rock Riot Grrrl in the '90s, and now Viv takes a page from her mother's 

past and creates a feminist zine that she distributes anonymously to her classmates. She's just blowing off steam, but other girls 

respond. As Viv forges friendships with other young women across the divides of cliques and popularity rankings, she realizes that 

what she has started is nothing short of a girl revolution. 

Rebound by Kwame Alexander 

Written in verse form, the prequel to Alexander’s The Crossover begins at the end of the school year in 1988, when Charlie Bell is 

flattened by the death of his father. Charlie tries to hide in the pages of his comic book collection, much to his mother’s despair. 

Finally she ships him off to stay with his grandparents for the summer. At first it’s just a fresh form of misery, as Charlie’s acidic 

grandfather goads him into physical activity in the stifling heat. Then his cousin Roxie coaxes him onto the basketball court. It’s the 

combination of family, friends, and mad new skills that finally help Charlie begin to rebound from his father’s death.  

Renegades by Marissa Meyer  
Nova Artino believed the “good guy” superheroes, known as the Renegades, would save her family from an unknown assassin; but 

at the end of the day, her parents and younger sister are dead, and she’s no longer a fan. Her uncle, a villain in this futuristic society 

with a good number of supernaturally talented people, takes her in, and Nova discovers her own talent, becoming Nightmare, with 

the power to induce sleep. Her goal: to infiltrate the Renegades and bring them down.  

Resistance by Jennifer Nielsen 

Chaya Lindner is a teenager living in Nazi-occupied Poland. After her little sister is taken away, her younger brother disappears, and her 

parents all but give up hope, Chaya is determined to make a difference. Using forged papers and her fair features, Chaya becomes a courier 

and travels between the Jewish ghettos of Poland, smuggling food, papers, and even people. Soon Chaya joins a resistance cell that runs 

raids on the Nazis' supplies, but after a mission goes terribly wrong, Chaya's network shatters. She is alone and unsure of where to go, until 

Esther, a member of her cell, finds her and delivers a message that chills Chaya to her core, and sends her on a journey toward an even 

larger uprising in the works -- in the Warsaw Ghetto. Though the Jewish resistance never had much of a chance against the Nazis, they were 

determined to save as many lives as possible, and to live -- or die -- with honor. 

Thunderhead by Neal Shusterman  
You must have read Scythe, the first in the series, in order to participate in this book’s discussion. (Spoilers below!) 

Scythe Anastasia, once known as Citra Terranova, lives with her mentor, Scythe Marie Curie, and performs her gleanings in relative peace 

despite causing a rift in the Scythedom by giving her subjects a month to choose how they want to be gleaned, aka killed. Anastasia argues 

that it is more humane this way which earns her the favor of the "old world" scythes. Still, she cannot escape the tidbits of news 

surrounding her fellow apprentice Rowan Damisch, who now goes by the name Scythe Lucifer. He is hunting down corrupt scythes as a 

vigilante who deals death to those whom he feels besmirch the title. Ruling over this world is the Thunderhead, an omniscient artificial 

intelligence. However, it has no jurisdiction over the Scythedom and therefore has done nothing to stop Rowan. When an old enemy 

resurfaces, throwing the Scythedom into chaos, and Rowan unable to stem the flow of corruption on his own, the world begins to wonder if 

the Thunderhead will break its own laws and intervene.  

Two Can Keep a Secret by Karen McManus 

Echo Ridge is an idyllic small town in all ways but one: five years ago, homecoming queen Lacy Kildare was strangled, her body left in 

the aptly named Murderland theme park. The park changed its name, but the town never moved on—Lacy's body may have been 

the first one to turn up, but she wasn't the first girl to go missing. Ellery and her twin brother, Ezra, have just moved to Echo Ridge to 

live with their grandmother while their mom, whose own twin vanished in high school, undergoes a stint in rehab. When another girl 

goes missing, true-crime obsessive Ellery is determined to find the truth. But Echo Ridge is dangerous, and she and her family may 

be more involved than she knows. 

Warcross by Marie Lu  
Emika Chen, teenage hacker, has been scraping together a living on the streets of New York, working as a bounty hunter who tracks 

down people betting illegally on Warcross, an insanely popular virtual reality game. But it’s not enough to get by, and a desperate 

Emi hacks into a Warcross tournament game to scavenge – only to accidentally glitch herself into the action and become an 

overnight sensation. Convinced she’s going to be arrested, Emika is shocked when she’s invited to Tokyo by Hideo Tanaka, Warcross’ 

creator. There’s something insidious going on behind the scenes of the game, and Hideo needs the help of a hacker-spy. But the 

world Emi has entered is one of twists and double-crosses, and even her skills might not be enough.  


